
JCICS Quarterly Listserv Report 
For the months of October 2006 – January 2007 

March 9, 2007 
 
Joint Council provides our members with the opportunity to review the main issues discussed 
and reported on the listservs through our Quarterly Reports. We are pleased to continue this 
service to our membership as an additional opportunity to review the information shared on all of 
the listservs, including lists to which an individual member may not be subscribed. The content 
provided below is a summary of pertinent issues or discussions shared on the respective lists 
during the past quarter. Please note that the information in the Quarterly Listserv Reports is not 
comprehensive. If Joint Council members wish to review all posted messages for the past 
quarter, you can access the Archive for the lists to which you are subscribed at: 
http://lists.jcics.org/lists. 
 
These reports will be disseminated to our members via the JCICS News List and will be posted 
on the Members Only Site. The listservs are provided as a member service of Joint Council. Joint 
Council accepts no responsibility for the opinions and information posted on this site by others. 
If any member is interested in subscribing to a various Committee or Caucus list, please contact 
Joint Council’s Administrative Assistant, Adam Schlicht, at info@jcics.org. The information, 
reports, and views shared by individual members may not represent those of the Joint Council. 
Joint Council is not responsible for, nor liable for, the authenticity of information, views, and 
reports shared by individual members. 
 
 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia 

• No activity 
 
Africa 

• Members discussed whether the alteration of birth certificates is common, and what to do 
if an agency or parent suspects a child is older than reported. 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, provided an update from the U.S. 
Department of State regarding improvements in adoptions from Sierra Leone. 

 
Bulgaria 

• No activity 
 

Cambodia 
• An update from the U.S. Department of State was provided by JCICS Executive Director 

Jennifer Mellon Peterson.  In late November, the Cambodian National Assembly 
approved the country’s joining the Hague Convention; DOS is unaware of further 
progress at this time. 

 
China 

• A member inquired about any updates on CCAA’s requirements for adoptive families. 
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• One member had a question about whether an adoptive mother would encounter 
problems traveling due to the fact that her maiden name, used on her visa, does not match 
her married name, which was added as an amendment to her passport.  

• Members discussed the issue of simultaneously completing paperwork for China and 
another country as a way of avoiding long wait times. These members have received 
conflicting information from CIS regarding how to proceed in these cases and are unsure 
of how to advise families wishing to apply to two countries. In later posts, members 
discussed the conditions (pregnancy, adoption of another child, etc.) under which an 
agency must inform CCAA of status changes on a family’s application. 

• Many members were unsure of the specifics of new CCAA regulations and expressed 
concern about rumors reaching adoptive families. Member agencies were also uncertain 
as to whether CCAA’s use of the term “priority families” means that families who meet 
the new guidelines will be given preference over others, or if families who do not meet 
the guidelines will not be accepted. 

• Members confirmed CCAA’s new regulations go into effect on May 1, 2007. According 
to the new regulations, those wishing to adopt from China must be 30-50 years old 
(unless adopting a child with special needs), in a stable marriage, and fully healthy, with 
a BMI of less than 40. In addition, parents must have a high school diploma and no 
criminal record, at least one parent must have stable employment, and the family can 
have no more than 5 children under 18. For more information regarding these regulations, 
visit http://travel.state.gov/family/adoption/intercountry/intercountry_3110.html 

• Discussion was held about referrals being placed on the CCAA website, and there was 
some concern that all agencies would have access to the same referrals. Members 
clarified that agencies will continue to receive their own referrals for healthy children but 
that special needs children will be posted online in order to increase their chances of 
adoption. 

• There was discussion regarding the deadline for the submission of dossiers to CCAA 
before the new regulations go into effect. Some members heard dossiers must be received 
by May 1st, while other heard they must be logged in by this date. Members were also 
curious about how many single applications they are allowed to send before May 1st. 

• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, offered news articles that focused on CCAA’s response 
to criticism of the new regulations. These articles can be found at: 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2007-01/03/content_5562016.htm 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2007-01/03/content_773734.htm 

• Members discussed various unfamiliar forms and notices that they received from CCAA 
while processing applications. 

• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, confirmed that CIS will issue guidelines regarding the 
expediting of I-600A applications for families at risk of being affected by the new 
Chinese regulations. 

 
Committee on Global Awareness (COGA) 

• No activity 
 
Directors 

• A member inquired about training, licensure, and continuing education practices of other 
agencies, and received responses from other members. 
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• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, removed an inappropriate posting from the listserve. 
• A member suggested that each caucus work together to compile a list of country-specific 

films, books, magazines, etc. which could be shared with foreign government officials 
and adoptive families to provide knowledge and help preserve the culture of a child’s 
country of origin.  

• One member was looking for recommendations on which country or countries would be 
the best choice for a parent with disabilities. 

• A member noted that CIS is proposing a fee increase. More information can be found at: 
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?
vgnextoid=6185bf4c32b50110VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=6185bf
4c32b50110VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD 

• Members discussed Hague Accreditation Fees and some called for JCICS to take action 
to reduce the fees. JCICS President Tom DiFilipo responded that Joint Council worked 
closely with COA and DOS on behalf of member agencies when the fees were being 
negotiated. The fee schedule can be found at: 
http://www.coanet.org/files/HagueFeeSchedule.pdf 

 
Education 

• One member was looking for more information on educational materials for parents 
adopting from Guatemala. Another member was curious to find out which education 
program systems other JCICS members use and recommend. 

 
Ethics 

• No activity 
 
Government Affairs (Hague) 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, noted that Hague regulations 
require new employees with adoption-related responsibilities to undergo orientation that 
includes information on country-specific adoption laws. Legislation for Convention and 
non-Convention countries is posted in the Hague section of JCICS’ Members Only site. 

• A member wanted to know how cases already in progress in Guatemala will be affected 
by Hague implementation. 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, posted a notice from the 
Department of State regarding the final rule on Hague regulations 22 CFR Part 97. 

• JCICS received the following confirmation from the Department of State: Once the 
United States enters into force of the Hague Convention, all applications for advance 
processing of an orphan petition or petition to classify an orphan as an immediate relative 
for the child filed before entrance into the force of the Convention will not be treated as 
Hague cases. 
JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, provided information from the 
Department of State regarding the number of applications for Hague Accreditation.  
Colorado’s Department of Human Services received 11 applications and COA received 
over 300 applications by the transitional application deadline of November 17, 2006. 

• Members discussed what type of information they would receive from COA after the 
processing of their applications is complete. 
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• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, updated members on recent bills introduced into 
Congress which, if passed, would impact children’s services. 

• A member noted that CIS is proposing a fee increase for a number of forms/documents. 
• A JCICS member agency was looking for examples of Hague-compliant confidentiality 

policies and procedures from other agencies to assist in the revision of its own policy. 
 

Guatemala 
• Members discussed various aspects of the new I-600 and passport procedures, including 

ink color and notarization requirements. 
• A member wanted to know if other agencies were experiencing significant delays in 

PGN.  Members responded that they have been experiencing average wait times of 6-14 
weeks. 

• One member reported hearing that Guatemalan adoptions would be closing on April 1, 
2007.  In response, JCICS President Tom DiFilipo stated that this information is not 
accurate. 

• Caucus members expressed concerns for the safety of foster and adoptive parents after 
the Public Ministry signed a directive stating the foster care system is being conducted in 
an illegal manner.  Although the memorandum was suspended, members were worried 
about police harassing those involved in adoption. 

• Members asked questions about visiting children, adoptive parent finances, criminal 
histories, and DNA authorization. 

• Discussion was held about members’ experiences with the US Embassy in Guatemala. 
• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, provided an update on Joint Council’s work with US and 

Guatemalan government agencies and offered to arrange a conference call with DOS to 
address questions and concerns of members. 

• A member posted a New York Times article on Guatemalan adoptions and other 
members posted their reactions to it. 

• Members discussed their reactions to Congressional Hearings on the Hague Treaty.  They 
also shared their views on the regulations in the Hague Convention relating to lawyer 
involvement in adoption. 

• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, posted an update on Joint Council’s activities related to 
Guatemala.  These activities included a delegation to Guatemala, testimony before the 
House International Relations Subcommittee, a meeting of the Guatemala Caucus 
leaders, participation in a Congressional briefing, and meetings with a delegation of 
Guatemalan congressmen. 

• A few members reported having problems with consulates in various US cities, 
particularly Chicago. 

• One member asked whether other agencies provide regular updates to their clients on the 
status of their case in PGN.  The most common response from agencies was that they 
inform clients when their case enters PGN, when it comes out with a Previo, and when it 
enters back into PGN.   

• A member was looking for advice on how to handle a case in which one family was 
considering adopting a six-year-old girl and then having another family adopt her once 
she is in the US.  All members who responded agreed that this would be immigration 
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fraud and that the first family should transfer the DNA testing to the second family, who 
could then begin a legal adoption process for the child. 

• Members discussed what to do when a family’s fingerprints have expired and they are 
already in Guatemala. 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, informed Caucus members that, due 
to the Annual InterAmerican Development Bank Governors Assembly, the US Embassy 
in Guatemala does not plan to schedule immigrant visa interview appointments for 
adopted Guatemalan children from March 18th through March 21st. 

 
Haiti 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, provided an update from the US 
Department of State noting that a new director was appointed to lead the Haitian social 
service agency, Institut du Bien Etre Social et de Recherches, and that adoptions may be 
processed slower during the transition.  Member response to the news was positive, 
although some expressed concerns that new steps in the passport process would slow 
adoptions. 

• Members were experiencing delays in the I-600 approval process at the USCIS office in 
Haiti and discussed rumors they heard about USCIS no longer accepting I-600 forms 
filed with a G-28 form.  Much discussion was also held regarding the Adjudicate 
Orphans First Program.  In response, JCICS President Tom DiFilipo noted that JCICS 
was arranging meetings to discuss member concerns with CIS officials in Washington 
and Mexico City. 

• A member posted a US Department of State Travel Warning issued for Haiti. 
• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, reported that USCIS is working on guidelines to allow 

for proxy filings in Haiti and plans on developing a solution based on “orphans first”. 
• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, notified members that despite previous reports, USCIS is 

requiring families to submit their petitions in person at their local USCIS office or at the 
office in Port-Au-Prince.  He also informed the Caucus that JCICS plans on continuing to 
request specific guidelines for stateside filings, as well as contacting CCAI and members 
of Congress regarding this issue. 

 
India 

• A member received information regarding guideline changes for VCA clearance in 
Maharashtra and was curious if other members had heard about it; no confirmation was 
given. 

• Members were unsure whether CARA would be holding a conference in February, but a 
member posted information confirming that a conference would not be held until March 
at the earliest. 

• One member asked if anyone had received a response from CARA regarding questions 
from the Caucus about the new guidelines, particularly those concerning the use of 
escorts to bring children to the US. 

• Members discussed how to handle disrupted adoptions. 
• A member posted a notice from CARA stating that OCI’s will now be treated on par with 

NRI’s.  Members then discussed whether children adopted from India and US citizens of 
Indian heritage can qualify as OCI’s, and what documents or forms would be required to 
prove OCI status. 
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• A member inquired about the relationship between the age of adoptive parents and the 
age of children they are allowed to adopt. 

• Members provided contact information for current CARA officials. 
• One member provided a summary of a meeting with CARA officials in which issues such 

as post-placement reports, marriage and age eligibility, number of children in the family, 
OCI requirements, donations, escorting, and agency responsibility were discussed. 

• A member posted a question regarding an orphanage request to send court orders for 
families with previous adoptions.  Another member responded that her agency has not 
been asked to submit these documents separately from the dossier. 

• Joint Council Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, posted an update on Nepal 
from the US Department of State.  DOS expressed concern for the state of adoption in 
Nepal but is working to improve the situation. 

 
JCICS News 

• JCICS sent out “What’s Happening” for each month. 
• JCICS updated members on the goals and progress of its International Relations 

Initiative. 
• Joint Councill’s Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, announced JCICS’ 

membership in the Council on Accreditation Sponsor Advisory Council. 
• Updates on JCICS President Tom DiFilipo’s congressional testimony and radio 

interviews were provided. 
• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, informed members of CIS’ progress 

in re-engineering the Intercountry Adoption system. 
• JCICS announced information regarding the 2007 Conference and Membership Drive. 
• JCICS provided announcements from COA calling for Hague Evaluator applicants. 
• JCICS President, Tom DiFilipo, and Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, 

reported possible changes in the treatment of I-600 petitions based on the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006. 

 
Kazakhstan 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, posted an update from the U.S. 
Department of State stating that the office of the Mayor of Almaty is going to reinstate 
adoptions by U.S. citizens.  

• A Joint Council member was looking for information regarding Kazakhstan’s 
requirements for post-placement reports. 

 
Korea 

• A number of articles relating to Korean adoptions were posted. Three of these articles can 
be found at: http://search.hankooki.com/times/times_view.php?term=lee+hyo-
sik++&path=hankooki3/times/lpage/200607/kt2006072618050410230.htm&media=kt,  
http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/nation/200701/kt2007013018344611980.htm, and 
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_national/190637.html 

• A member provided information about a new online forum created by and for Korean 
adoptees that can be accessed at http://www.koreanadopteeforums.com. 
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• A Caucus Member suggested the Caucus meet during the JCICS Annual Conference, and 
other members agreed. JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, arranged for 
the Korea Caucus to meet on Saturday, April 14th, from 9:00-10:00 am. 

• One member posted information regarding an essay and poetry contest for Korean 
adoptees who have either visited or currently live in Korea. 

• JCICS Administration Manager, Joelle Ruben, posted information on an American family 
living in Japan that is interested in adopting a Korean child before returning to the U.S. in 
2009. She asked that any agency that might be able to help contact Joint Council. 

 
Local Service Providers 

• Local service providers extensively discussed ideas and concerns regarding Hague 
accreditation.  Discussion focused mainly on whether primary providers would be willing 
to work with non-accredited homestudy agencies in supervised provider relationships or 
would require these agencies to be accredited.  In response, JCICS collected answers to 
these questions from primary providers and included them in the Hague Accreditation 
Plans Chart on the Members Only Site. 

• Members discussed the need for placement and homestudy agencies to communicate with 
one another about individual state and country laws in order to avoid confusion between 
the agencies and adoptive families.  In addition, members pointed out that CIS 
requirements differ across regions and suggested that placement agencies consult local 
providers to provide correct information pertaining to an individual state. 

• One member was wondering what to do in the case of a family adopting from Russia with 
birth children who, for religious reasons, have not received immunizations. 

• A member suggested establishing dialogue between local service providers about the 
accreditation process and received positive feedback from other listserv members.  

 
Medical 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, posted information for an agency in 
need of an anesthesiologist for a trip to San Salvador on March 10-17. 

 
Members 

• Members discussed the ethical issues related to falsifying documents for gay couples 
adopting from Guatemala and omitting information from China homestudies to make 
applicants more favorable. 

• Extensive discussion was held about Hague accreditation.  Topics discussed include: pass 
through money and budgeted revenue, the transitional application deadline, training 
requirements, and the accreditation plans of members. 

• Board Member Jody Sciortino called for candidate nominations for the JCICS Board of 
Directors. 

• JCICS members discussed re-adoption in a family’s home state.  Most members who 
participated in the discussion encourage adoptive parents to complete re-adoption to 
avoid any future questions or problems. 
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Romania/Moldova 
• A member posted a news story about Moldova’s Prime Minister meeting with a member 

of the European Parliament to “sign a protocol on collaboration to promote community 
actions to support children at risk.” 

• One member was looking for contacts in Romania who would be willing to assist an 
adult Romanian adoptee returning to the country to help children from her orphanage. 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, reported that JCICS President Tom 
DiFilipo discussed intercountry adoption and the moratorium on Romanian adoptions 
during an interview with Radio Free Europe. 

• A member posted a December 7th article from Realitatea about a planned visit by 
members of the European Parliament to Romania to evaluate the child protection system. 

• A member informed the Caucus that after March 16, 2007, Moldova will accept 
apostilled documents in lieu of authentication. 

• Members discussed reaccreditation and referrals from Moldova. 
• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, provided an update from the US 

Department of State noting no major changes in the state of Romanian adoptions. 
• Discussion was held regarding the amount of bonding time judges require parents to 

spend with their child in Moldova before they finalize the adoption. 
 

Russia 
• A number of member agencies were very pleased to report that they received NGO status 

in Russia. 
• One member was looking to speak with other agencies working in the Briansk region. 
• A member was looking for information on both Minnesota and Virginia’s adoption laws 

per request of a judge in Perm, as well as a short version of Texas adoption law. 
• One member was searching for an agency working in Nizhni Novgorod that could help 

with the adoption of a special needs child. Another member offered to provide a reduced-
fee homestudy for this child in Texas if an agency working in Nizhni Novgorod could be 
found.  

• A member was looking for an agency that could help a father adopt his son’s biological 
sister from the Orlov region of Russia, while another member was trying to locate a 
homestudy agency around Houston, Texas that would perform a homestudy update. 

• An update from the U.S. Department of State was provided by JCICS Executive Director 
Jennifer Mellon Peterson. As of January 19th, 2007, 56 U.S. adoption agencies are 
registered as NGOs and 14 agencies have both NGO licensing and Ministry of Education 
accreditation.  

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, reported that the proposal in the 
Duma to amend Article 126 of the family code was rejected. 

 
Ukraine 

• Joint Council informed members that the Ukraine State Department for Adoption issued 
Official Resolution #48 concerning voluntary registration. 

• A member inquired about whether two representatives can be named for one agency 
under the new Ukrainian regulations. 
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• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, confirmed that Initiative #2562 was 
registered with the Rada but has not come up for a vote. If passed, the initiative would 
require that adopting parents be at least 21 years old but no more than 45 years older than 
the adopted child. The initiative also specifies that foreign citizens wishing to adopt a 
Ukrainian citizen must be legally married. 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, posted an update from the US 
Department of State noting that adoption dossiers were being accepted ahead of schedule.  
She also informed the Caucus that, in order to continue progress with Ukrainian 
adoptions, DOS is pushing for better American compliance in submitting post-placement 
reports. 

• A member was looking for recommendations for doctors in Kiev. 
 
Vietnam 

• Members discussed the legal procedures that need to be followed in cases involving two 
living parents who put their child up for adoption. 

• A member who received a referral for an abandoned baby was curious to know if other 
agencies had ever had similar situations and, if so, if they experienced any difficulties 
during the investigation into the child’s birthparents. 

• An agency which recently received its license to work in Vietnam was looking for 
feedback on the in-country process. 

• One member had a question about the child abuse clearance requirements for dossiers. 
• Members discussed the importance of ensuring aid projects and donations are being 

handled legally and ethically. 
• A member heard that annual parent reports could be sent to the Consulate’s office in San 

Francisco and was wondering if other agencies were sending their reports to San 
Francisco or Vietnam. 

• Another member was looking for feedback on clinics in Vietnam, as well as the amount 
and type of health information agencies provide to the families. 

• JCICS Executive Director, Jennifer Mellon Peterson, provided an update from the US 
Department of State on the adoption situation in Vietnam.  The system remains 
decentralized, and DOS encourages ethical behavior and cooperation between agencies 
working in Vietnam. 

• A JCICS member inquired about the number of children available for adoption from 
Vietnam.  
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